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Ceantar Bardais Inis Eoghain 
 Oifig Riarthóir na  

gCruinnithe 
Aras an Chontae 
Leifear 

                                                                                       6 Márta 2017 
 

FOGRA CRUINNITHE 
 
Beidh Cruinniú de Ceantar Bardais Inis Eoghain siúl Dé Mháirt 14 Márta 2017, ag 
3.00 r.n. in ISP Carn Domnach. 
 
DO GACH BHALL DEN CEANTAR BARDAS INIS EOGHAIN 
 
A Chara, 
 
Iarrtar ort bheith i lathair ag an gcruinniú seo Ceantar Bardais Inis Eoghain.  Tá Clar an 
Cruinnithe le seo. 
 
Mise, le meas 
 

_____________________ 
p.p. Riarthóir Cruinnithe  

************************************************************ 
Municipal District of Inishowen 

                                                                  
                                                                 Office of Meetings Administrator 

County House 
Lifford 

6th March 2017  

 
NOTICE OF MEETING 

 
A Meeting of the Municipal District of Inishowen will be held on Tuesday 14th March 2017 at 
3.00p.m. in the Public Services Centre, Carndonagh, Co. Donegal. 
 
TO EACH MEMBER OF THE MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF INISHOWEN 
 
Dear Councillor 
 
You are summoned to attend this meeting of the Municipal District of Inishowen.  The 
Agenda is attached. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

___________________ 
for Joe Peoples 
Meetings Administrator 
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AGENDA 
 
 

1. Consideration of the Minutes of the Municipal District of Inishowen Meeting 
held on 14TH February 2017 

 
2. Planning Services (Green) 

 
3. Roads & Transportation (Red) 

 
4. Housing, Corporate & Cultural Services (Yellow) 

 
5. Community & Enterprise 

 
6. Environment Services (Blue) 

 
7. Schedule of Municipal District Works 2017. 

 
8. Correspondence 
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MINUTES OF THE INISHOWEN MUNICIPAL DISTRICT MEETING HELD IN THE PUBLIC SERVICES 
CENTRE, CARNDONAGH ON TUESDAY 14hFEBRUARY,  2017 AT 3PM 
 
Councillors Present: 
Cllrs Rena Donaghey, Paul Canning, John Ryan, Albert Doherty, Nicholas Crossan, Martin 
McDermott, Martin Farren, Bernard McGuinness, Jack Murray 
  
Officials Present: 
John McLaughlin, Director of Services Roads and Transportation, Aideen Doherty, Area 
Manager Housing & Corporate Services, Seamus Hopkins, Area Manager Roads & 
Transportation, Seamus Canning A/Administrative Officer, Una Cresswell A/Senior Staff 
Officer, Paddy Doherty, Divisional Manager, Community & Enterprise, Fiona Doherty, Staff 
Officer Community & Enterprise, Ruth Diver, Executive Planner. 
 
Apologies  
David Friel, Environment Services 
 
Reports Presented: 
 

9. Community & Enterprise 

10. Planning Services  

11. Environment Services  

12. Roads & Transportation  

13. Housing, Corporate & Cultural Services 
 

 
An Cathaoirleach, Cllr Bernard McGuinness welcomed everyone in attendance to the meeting. 

 
17.08 Consideration of the Minutes of the Municipal District Meeting of the Inishowen 
Municipal District held on 17th January 2017. 
On the proposal of Cllr Paul Canning, seconded by Cllr Martin McDermott, the minutes of the 
January Meeting of the Inishowen Municipal District meeting held on 17thJanuary 2017 were 
agreed. 
 
There were no matters arising. 
 
17.09 COMMUNITY AND ENTERPRISE 
The Divisional Manager for Community & Enterprise, Paddy Doherty briefed the members on 
the Community & Enterprise report as circulated in the Agenda. 
 
17.09.01 Malin Head 
Approval of the Project Brief for Procurement of Multi-disciplinary services for the 
Preparation of a Visitor Management Plan and Signature Discovery Point at Malin Head was 
collectively agreed by the members. Accordingly, it was agreed to proceed with the 
advertising document. This was proposed by Cllr Bernard Mc Guinness and seconded by Cllr 
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Martin McDermott. It was noted that the suitability assessment of the returned tenders for 
the Malin Head Access & Amenity Improvement Project (toilet block, car parking and 
associated works) were opened on the 9th February and were being analysed.  Suppliers that 
pass the suitability assessment and quality elements of the tender will go forward for price 
analysis/comparison.  This process may take a number of weeks and it was anticipated that a 
contractor would be appointed towards the latter end of March 2017.  
 
The progress at Malin Head was welcomed by the members. 
 
17.09.02 Motor Home Facilities at Buncrana 
Cllr Albert Doherty advised the members that a query had been raised with the Donegal 
Gathering Website in relation to the motor home tourist facility in Buncrana. It was suggested 
that the facility should be publicised more as many tourists were not aware of the excellent 
facility that it is. It was suggested that there should be notices outlining the availability of 
purchasing tokens for electricity at local retail outlets. Cllr Crossan requested that we write to 
Inishowen Tourism requesting that they recommence selling the tokens for the motor home 
facility at the Buncrana site.  
 
17.09.03 Playground in Buncrana 
Cllr Crossan stated that the playground in Buncrana was excellent and that the equipment 
there was much appreciated by locals, visitors and tourists alike. He welcomed the specialised 
equipment for children with special needs in particular. 
 
17.09.04 Northburg Castle, Greencastle 

Cllr Albert Doherty referred to the 13th century Norman Northburg Castle in Greencastle and 
asked what measures are in place to ensure the preservation of the ruins.  He compared the 
Castle to the 15th century ruins of Dunluce Medieval castle on the Antrim Coast which he 
added is a major tourist attraction in Northern Ireland. He suggested that the Council explore 
the possibility of developing the Castle to a safe standard to promote it as a tourist attraction. 
Efforts should be made, he added, to seek information on its ownership. 
 
17.09.05 Walks and Trails 
An update was requested by Cllr Doherty on Donegal Walks and Trails and whether there had 
been any recent local meetings particularly in regard to Carndonagh Woodland Walk. It was 
noted that completion of the five sites at Carndonagh Woodland walk, Urris Loops, Inch 
Wildfowl Reserve, Inishowen Head Loop and Glenagivney Walk funded under the allocation 
from the Rural Recreation Fund, will be finalised within the next few months.  Other proposed 
walks and trail projects are to be assessed for LEADER funding.  
 
 
17.09.06 An Grianán of Aileach 
A successful meeting took place on Tuesday 7th February with Mr. Frank Shalvey and Mr. 
Eoghan Moyla, senior OPW officials, Failte Ireland, Council officials and various stakeholders.  
Mr. Shalvey agreed to initiate the process to update their Conservation and Management Plan 
of the entire site.  The timeframe for completion of the plan is 10/12 months. The Council will 
work in collaboration with the OPW, Failite Ireland and the stakeholders in relation to the 
development of the site.  
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An Cathaoirleach, Cllr Bernard McGuinness thanked Cllr John Ryan for chairing the meeting. 
Cllr Jack Murray stated that the meeting had been very positive and that he welcomed the 
initiation of the process to update their Conservation and Management Plan of the entire site.  
The general consensus of the members was that it was useful to hear from the Office of Public 
Works how other facilities around the country operate. It was noted that it was not unusual 
for visitor centres to be 2 – 3 kilometres from the site of the tourist attraction.  It was also 
acknowledged that the council should have a commitment to improve access for buses and 
maintain hedges etc without impeding on the site’s natural beauty. 
 
Cllr McGuinness suggested that emergency access to the site should be considered with an 
access code for the gate in the event of an emergency situation. 
 
A discussion took place on a visitors centre at Grianán of Aileach. Cllr Paul Canning suggested 
that the current visitors centre at the local hotel should be considered as they are currently 
providing an excellent service and are local rate payers. Cllr Ryan and Cllr Donaghey agreed 
that visitor numbers were rising all the time and that this was to be encouraged, by using 
what is available at the moment. 
 
17.09.07 Public Participation Network 
Cllr Martin McDermott voiced his opinion that Public Participation Networks plenary meetings 
held in Ballybofey should be rolled out and held at MD level. Paddy Doherty stated that it was 
on his work programme for 2017 to set up meetings at MD level. 
 
17.09.08 Buncrana School Campus 
Cllr Rena Donaghey noted the contents of the report relating to the acquisition of a site for 
the purpose of the Buncrana School Campus and asked if there was a conclusion to securing a 
site. Mr. Paddy Doherty, Divisional Manager advised the Members that the project was a work 
in progress and indicated that negotiations were taking place with landowners of the 
identified sites.  
 
17.09.09 Fort Dunree 
Cllr Rena Donaghey welcomed the funding allocation of €50,000 granted to Dunree Fort under 
the Rural Economic Development Zone 2016 Initiative for renovations to the coffee shop and 
the creation of a new path to the pier. She added that additional funding would be 
appreciated to enhance its attraction as a tourist destination. 
 
17.09.10 Inishowen 100 Route 
Cllr Bernard McGuinness welcomed the report provided by Donegal Tourism. He expressed 
his dissatisfaction that the scenic Inishowen 100 tourist route which loops around the coast of 
the Peninsula for 100 miles is not adequately marketed for tourism. Cllr McGuinness stated 
that the route has become overshadowed by the National Wild Atlantic Way route from Cork 
to Donegal.  He acknowledged the positivity of the WWW initiative, however, he added that it 
is now time that the stunning, Inishowen scenic route gets the attention it requires.  He said 
that the Council need to “up the ante” on its promotion, adding that  in his opinion. It was 
superior to the ring of Kerry.  Mr. Paddy Doherty, Divisional Manager indicated that he would 
relay Cllr McGuinness’ concerns to the Tourism Manager, Mr. Barney McLaughlin.  
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17.09.11 Swilly Ferry Service 
Funding for the 2017 service is to be agreed with the Members at the rescheduled 
Development Fund Initiative workshop on the 14th March at 1.00pm. The Members were told 
that  staff from Donegal Tourism Ltd were in contact with the company in January with a view 
to ensuring the promotion of the service in all Council supported tourism marketing initiatives 
in 2017 

 
17.09.12 Foyle Ferry Service 
The Foyle Ferry service was discussed in detail at the workshop meeting held earlier in the 
day.  The Members were advised that there were no tenders received for the provision of a 
roll on/roll off ferry service between Greencastle and Magilligan.   
 
The Divisional Manager indicated that the Director of Service, Liam Ward had been in contact 
with officials from Causeway Coast and Glens Borough Council with a view to setting up a 
meeting at the earliest possible date.  The Council Members from both local authorities will 
then meet after this meeting to discuss the service as requested by the Councillors.  
 
17.09.13 Aire de Service 
Cllr Albert Doherty raised a query regarding the Aire de service camper van tourist facility in 
Carndonagh and requested that the facility is promoted and marketed in the relevant forums.  
The Divisional Manager agreed to follow up on same.  
 
17.10 HOUSING & CORPORATE SERVICES 
An Cathaoirleach, Cllr Bernard McGuinness congratulated  Seamus Canning  on his new 
position In Community and Enterprise , EU Unit in Lifford and welcomed Una Cresswell who is 
taking over his role in Housing and Corporate Services in Carndonagh PSC. He wished them 
both well in their new roles. 
 
17.10.01 Broadband Services 
Cllr Jack Murray queried whether there had been any response back in relation to the lack 
broadband services and phone coverage in Inishowen. Cllr Martin Farren stated that 
companies cannot commit to Inishowen due to poor broadband services. It was suggested 
that a letter should be sent to phone providers asking them to attend a Municipal meeting. It 
was acknowledged that lack of coverage was hindering the potential to develop local 
enterprise and business and should be addressed. Aideen Doherty, Area Manager, Housing 
and Corporate Services agreed to follow up on this. 
 
 
17.10.02 Ambulance Service 
Cllr Martin McDermott suggested that there should be a meeting with the National 
Ambulance Service in relation to coverage in Inishowen. The new stop over base in Buncrana 
was welcomed but there was a concern that the service was developing as a county wide 
service rather than an Inishowen service. It was suggested that an additional ambulance 
should be available in   North Inishowen if an ambulance is based in Buncrana, otherwise the 
North Inishowen area would be losing out. It was agreed that a letter would be sent to the 
ambulance service for clarification. 
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17.10.03 Mica Report 
Aideen Doherty, Area Manager advised the members that a report on Mica by the expert 
Mica panel was completed and due to be published soon.The panel, which was established on 
April 6 last year, will present its final report to the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government, Damien English. The report will then be made public, it was advised. This was 
welcomed by all the members who requested that the next steps in addressing the problem 
should begin as soon as possible. It was agreed confirmation of the date on when the report 
would be available to the public, should be sought from the Minister. 
 
17.10.04 Irish Water 
It was noted that there have been several water outages in the county lately particularly in 
the Gortfad, Mindoran, Clonmany areas.  Local water services staff of Donegal County Council 
cannot respond unless directed and authorised by Irish Water which often causes delays in 
fixing problems. 
 
It was agreed that Irish Water be invited to the next Inishowen Municipal District Meeting 
preferably prior to next plenary council meeting 
 
17.10.05 Treatment Plants 
Cllr John Ryan referred to the problems associated with treatment plants both in social 
housing and private housing estates. He requested that the problems occurring in Burnfoot 
should be considered and proposals for a solution from the Irish Water, should be sought and 
presented to the next meeting. 
 
17.10.06 Darryl Moran – Irish Boxing Champion 
Cllr Rena Donaghey stated that she wished Darryl Moran, a member of Illies Golden Gloves 
Boxing Club, all the best in his sporting pursuits as a boxer. It was noted that the reigning 
Under-22 light flyweight champion is looking to make it a two all-Irelands achievement in less 
than a month. 
 
17.11 PLANNING 
The Planning Services Report was taken as read. The Executive Planner Ruth Diver apologised 
for the error in the report that stated Donegal Municipal District instead of Inishowen 
Municipal District in the Take – Over of Housing/Unfinished Estates Report section. 
 
17.11.01 Take –over of Housing Estates /Unfinished Estates 
Ruth Diver advised the members that a workshop prior to the Municipal meeting was 
required in relation to the work that is underway to take over housing estates. There are 
approximately 10 - 15 of such estates in Inishowen district. Accordingly, it was agreed that a 
workshop would take place on Tuesday 14th March 2017 at 2.00pm prior to the MD meeting 
at 3.00pm. 
 
17.11.02 Central Planning Unit - Record of Protected Structures 
Ruth Diver advised the members that a list of protective structures would be brought to the 
next Inishowen MD meeting. Cllr Paul Canning said it would be useful for the members to 
know the rationale behind the creation of the list. Matters need to be clarified in relation to 
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whether the owners of protective structures will get notification that they are on the list and 
whether they can refuse to be on the list. 
 
17.11.03 County Development Plan Review 
It was noted that the Central Planning Unit was meeting with senior management on a draft 
of the County Development Plan review and it was envisaged that this would be issued to 
members at the end of February. A workshop for the members was being held in County 
House Lifford on 7th March 2017 at 2.00pm 
 
17.11.04 National Planning Framework 2040 
The National Planning Framework 2040 was discussed. It was noted this is currently being 
developed to succeed the National Spatial Strategy providing a framework for national 
planning by pulling together relevant Government policies and investment on national and 
regional development. Cllr Albert Doherty said that it was important to prioritise Donegal and 
the whole North West in the National Planning Framework 2040.The consensus of the 
members was that Donegal and the wider North West needs to compete with the rest of 
country. It was noted that there is a consultation period up until 16th March where 
submissions can be made.  Cllr Doherty suggested that a submission should be made in 
conjunction with Derry and Strabane District Council.  A regional launch of the National 
Planning Framework was being held on Friday 17th February in Sligo, with Minister Simon 
Coveney in attendance. A National Planning Framework member for Donegal County Council 
will make representations at the launch. 
 
Cllr Bernard McGuiness suggested that members of Dail Eireann also need to place this on the 
agenda. John McLaughlin, Director of Services, stated that he would ask the Chief Executive, 
Seamus Neely to arrange a joint meeting with Oireachtas members. Cllr John Ryan stated the 
he would bring its importance to the next Roads SPC meeting.  Cllr Jack Murray advised that 
he would raise the matters as a member of the Northern and Western Regional Assembly 
 
Further discussion took place and the general consensus was that every effort should be 
made to include the  North West Region in the plan and that particularly,  the A5 should be  
pushed as a means of connecting the  North West with Dublin.  The possible effects of Brexit 
were also discussed in the context of planning for the future. Albert Doherty referred to the 
Initial Analysis of the Challenges and Opportunities of Brexit for the Derry City and Strabane 
and Donegal County Council Region document recently published. The document is based on 
joint research, which was commissioned by Derry City and Strabane District Council and 
Donegal County Council. 
17.12 ROADS AND TRANSPORTATION 
The Senior Executive Engineer, Seamus Hopkins briefed the members on the follow up report 
included with the agenda.  He distributed the Draft Restoration Maintenance Programme 
Document to the members. 
 
17.12.01 Cockhill Bridge 
The members welcomed the fact that contracts had been signed for the works to commence 
on Cockhill Bridge.  Seamus Hopkins, Senior Executive Engineer said it was envisaged that the 
work may be completed by the first quarter of 2018.  Cllr McGuinness congratulated and 
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complemented John McLaughlin, Director of Service and Seamus Hopkins for their efforts on 
moving the project on and getting it to the commencement stage. 
 
17.12.02 Disabled Parking at Chapels 
Seamus Hopkins stated that he had requested engineers to identify locations on the public 
road where parking spaces could be provided outside churches and that this could be 
addressed when liners were next in the area.  Cllr Bernard McGuinness requested that 
disabled parking also be available for families with autistic children. 
 
17.12.03 Battery Brae 
There was a request that the removal of the wall at this location now be pursued with the 
new owners. 
 
17.12.04 Works At Barrack Hill 
There was a request that the obstacle course at Barrack Hill be open to the public.  Seamus 
Hopkins stated that the obstacle course required repair work to be carried out and that this is 
being undertaken by the community and enterprise section of the County Council.  Once this 
work is complete then access to the obstacle course will need to be controlled as some of the 
activities are deemed as high risk. 
 
17.12.04 Corner at Forward Emphasis, Malin Head 
Cllr Martin McDermott referred to the two roads converging at the corner adjacent to 
Forward Emphasis in Malin Head and motorists being unsure of who has right of way. Seamus 
Hopkins said it may need relining and signage. 
 
17.12.05 Employees Location 
The issue of having outdoor staff based in the locality where they worked was raised. 
 
17.12.06 Tank Road lights 
There was a request that lights be provided at the Tank Road. Seamus Hopkins stated that 
this could be considered as part of the lighting programme to be discussed with members. 
 
17.12.07 Parking Spaces on St Mary’s Road, Buncrana 
Nicholas Crossan queried the layout of parking spaces on St Mary’s Road.  Seamus Hopkins 
advised that area roads had met with the parking section and this matter will be resolved. 
 
17.12.08 Signage for Ferry, Swan Park, Tourist Office 
There was a request to have signage erected to indicate points of interest within the town. 
Area roads agreed to investigate funding options for this. 
 
17.12.09 Lights at Bradley’s Shop, Buncrana 
There was a request that a light be provided at the Bradley’s Shop. 
 
17.12.10 Fairtrade Signage 
There was a request for Fair Trade Signage to be erected in Carndonagh prior to the Fair 
Trade event that is to be held there shortly.  Area roads agreed to progress this 
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17.12.11 Ballyloskey Junction and Mountain Rd Craiganahorna.  
Area roads were requested to look at traffic calming at Ballyloskey junction and at road 
alignment issues on the Mountain Road at the Craignahorna junction. 
 
17.12.12 Ledging at Fruit of the Loom 

There was a request that area roads look at flooding issues 
 
 
17.13 DEPUTATION FROM WATERS & COMMUNITIES SHARED SERVICE  
Cllr Bernard McGuinness welcomed Bernie O’ Flaherty and Jimmy McVeigh from the Water 
and Communities Shared Service to the meeting. Bernie and Jimmy gave an informative 
presentation on the role of Waters and Communities. 
 
In summary: 

 

 Water and Communities is a shared service set up to raise public awareness and to 
encourage local communities, public bodies and stakeholders to work together in the 
management of the natural waters in Ireland. 

 Office consists of 3 Regional coordinators, 3 support officers based in Clonmel and 12 
community welfare officers based around the country. 

 Water Framework Directive was introduced by the European Union to improve and 
protect water quality and groundwater.  

 A River Basin Management Plan and Programme of Measures is drawn up every six 
years sets out how public bodies, stakeholders and communities can work together. 

 The next final version of the River Basin Management Plan and Programme of 
Measures is to be published  in December 2017 River Basin  

 
The members expressed their gratitude for the presentation and sought clarification on the 
role of the shared services.  It was noted that the service was the link between Irish Water 
and communities but also had inter linking roles with other agencies. Cllr Paul Canning 
suggested that some rural dwellers were struggling with obtaining information on the 
legislation on what was allowed in terms of waste water and it would be useful if   a 
resource was allocated for the purpose of providing this information.  A series of question 
and answers followed including questions on the rules governing septic tanks, raised septic 
beds and slurry spreading etc.  Cllr Paul Canning and Cllr Bernard McGuinness suggested 
that agencies should be encouraging raised septic beds as an alternative to septic tanks. 
 
Cllr Martin Farren complemented the Work completed at Bredagh River and Cllr Nicholas 
Crossan referred to the excellent River Basin project. Similarly, Cllr Albert Doherty 
complemented the work at Glengannon. 
 

17.14 DEPUTATION FROM THE LYME DISEASE AWARENESS GROUP 
Cllr Bernard McGuinness welcomed Charlie Harkin, Nicola Allan and Fiona Harte to the 
meeting.  Charlie Farren  began by saying the local Lyme Disease Awareness Group had been 
set up to promote as much awareness as possible of the disease.  The group was set up in 
December 2016 and currently consists of 10 members, he added  
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Charlie explained how Lyme disease is a bacterial infection similar to Red Water Disease in 
cattle and if not recognised early can escalate and go on to cause a very serious and 
debilitating illness. It is a disease that suppresses the immune system. It causes rash, joint 
pains, fatigue as well as other symptoms 3 to 20 days after a person has been bitten by ticks. 
If it is not treated successfully at an early stage it escalates to a much more serious illness 
often with co - infections. Charlie relayed his own personal story in coping with Lyme disease 
as did Nicola Allen and Fiona Harte, whose young daughter is suffering with the condition.  
They all outlined how a diagnosis was often extremely difficult to obtain and often patients 
were misdiagnosed for lengthy periods of time. Often, even after being diagnosed it is 
difficult and expensive to receive the relevant treatment. Sufferers of the disease have had to 
travel to Germany for diagnosis and treatment. 
 
The support group made members aware of: 
 

 Tick Talk Ireland, a support group set up to encourage awareness, prevention and 
treatment of Lyme disease (Borreliosis) in Ireland 

 A documentary on Irish TV explaining the disease and highlights ways of avoiding 
the disease or at least recognising the disease at an early stage 

 A ‘Living with Lyme Disease’ Documentary on YouTube 
 

The group requested that Donegal County Council would consider placing signage, warning of 
the dangers of ticks on council owned land, parks, beaches etc to make the public aware of 
the dangers. They suggested there should be a media campaign that would highlight the 
dangers. They suggested how the public should wear long sleeves, bright colours,  
use insect repellent etc. They stated that their main objectives were to raise awareness and 
also to enhance supports and treatment and have Lyme disease recognised as a serious 
illness. 
 
The members thanked the group for bringing their deputation to the meeting.  
 
It was agreed that this should be brought to the Regional Health Forum. It was also agreed 
that the placing of signage as requested should be encouraged. It was proposed by Cllr Martin 
McDermott and seconded by Cllr Jack Murray that a letter should be sent to the Minister of 
Health and Agriculture, highlighting the issue particularly the necessity for medical cards to 
be considered for sufferers of this serious disease. It was suggested that Cllr McGuinness 
request to Cathaoirleach of Donegal County Council, Terence Slowey to bring this up at CPG 
level.  
 
A schedule of meetings was agreed for Tuesday 14th March at Carndonagh PSC 
 

1. DFI workshop- 1pm  
2. Planning Workshop – 1)Take Over of Estates&  2)Protected Structures- 2.00pm 
3. Municipal District Meeting - 3pm. 

 
 
A Schedule of meetings for 7th March at County House, Lifford was also agreed. 
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1. Roads Workshop  - 12.00pm 
2. Workshop re Extension to Chamber -  1.00pm 
3. Planning Workshop – CDP- 2.00pm 

 
 
17.15 DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
It was confirmed that the March 2017 Meeting will take place on Tuesday 14th March 2017 at 
3.00pm in the Chamber, Inishowen Public Services Centre, Carndonagh. 
 
 
Certified: ______________________   Date:_______________ 
    Cathaoirleach     
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Community, Enterprise & Planning 
Service

Planning Services Report

 

 

Inishowen Municipal District Meeting  
- 14th March 2017

• Updates

• Development Applications

• Enforcement

• Taking-in-charge & Unfinished Developments 
– Frank Sweeney in attendance
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Summary of Planning Applications per 
Municipal District 
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County Totals
Apps rec. 1893
Grants     1185
Refusals    232
Defer        515
Dec <2m  925
Invalid      332

 

 

Enforcement

• Inishowen MD

• New 4

• Closed 1

• Outstanding cases on CRM handled since 2012 
– 240
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Upcoming Monthly Schedule

• Planning Clinics

– 22nd March 2017 

– 5th April 2017

– 19th April 2017

– 3rd May 2017

 

 

 

 

Further Information

• http://www.donegalcoco.ie/services/planning/weeklyplannin
glists/ Weekly List of applications and decisions

• planning@donegalcoco.ie Planning service email (to be used 
in correspondence with the planning service)

• www.donegalcoco.ie/services/planning/ Planning Webpage
• www.donegalcdb.ie/eplan/internetenquiry/rpt_querybysurfor

recloc.asp Planning Application Online Query – planning 
reference number required

• www.donegalcoco.ie/media/donegalcountyc/planning/pdfs/fi
leretrieval/File%20Retrieval.pdf File Retrieval Form – to be 
used for file retrieval and when requesting planning searches
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Inishowen Municipal District Meeting 14th March 2017 

 
Additions to the Record of Protected Structures – Phase 1 

 
1.0 Introduction 

 
At the Full Pleanary Council meeting of 31st January, 2017 a strategy for 

a three-phased approach to a programme of additions to the Record of 
Protected Structures was discussed arising largely as a result of 

recommendations received from the Minister for additions to be made to 
the Record (*). It was decided that decisions on additions to the Record 

of Protected Structures were to be taken at a Municipal District Level (as 
provided for under Section 131A of the Local Government Act, 2001 and 

Schedule 14A, Part 2). It was further agreed that workshops would be 
held in advance of Municipal District meetings to discuss in detail the 

proposed Phase 1 additions. 

  
This report now provides details to Members in relation to the proposed 

Phase 1 additions for their area(s). The additions for each area are 
comprised of two sub-groups: 

 
a. structures falling within Tier 2 Local Area Plan towns in each area- 

Carndonagh and Bridgend in the case of Inishowen MD; and  
 

b. a small number of other properties in each MD area, located outside 
the Tier 2 Local Area Plan Towns but the subject of longstanding requests 

to the Council to have them considered for addition. 
 

There are 25 proposed additions for the town of Carndonagh and 1 
proposed addition in Bridgend.  Furthermore, there are two structures in 

the remainder of the Inishowen MD area that have been proposed for 

addition. 
 

The details of these structures are set out in Appendix 1 of this document. 
There is a photo and location map together with the NIAH Ref number, 

the name and address, a description of the structure together with the 
individual rating and importance values of each structure. 

 
Footnote 

(*) The Minister is using this NIAH process as the mechanism to make 
recommendations to Donegal County Council concerning the inclusion in 

its Record of Protected Structures of particular structures or specific parts 
or features thereof as per her entitlements under Section 53 of the 

Planning & Development Act. The Minister is recommending that only 
‘National’ and ‘Regional’ buildings for addition to the Record of Protected 

Structures and it is the decision of Donegal County Council as to whether 
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they would like to add any structures on the NIAH list that have a ‘local’ 

rating. 
2.0 Composition of built heritage in Inishowen MD 

 
There are 826 NIAH Structures in Inishowen Municipal District. A portion 

of these are on the RPS already. 
 

3.0 Additions to the Record of Protected Structures 
 

The Phase 1 additions to the Record of Protected Structures consists of: 
1) National and regional rated structures contained on the National 

Inventory of Architectural Heritage located within Tier 2 Local Area 
Plan towns of  

a) Ballybofey & Stranorlar 
b) Ballyshannon 

c) Bridgend 

d) Carndonagh 
e) Donegal Town 

f) Killybegs 
2) A total of 14 other structures which are of national and regional 

rating contained on the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage 
located outside the Tier 2 Local Area Plan for which the Council is in 

receipt of requests for the structures to be added to the Record of 
Protected Structures. 

 
There are two Tier 2 Local Area Plans that fall within the Inishowen 

Municipal District, namely Carndonagh and Bridgend.  It is intended that 
these additions are dovetailed with the Local Area Plan process/timelines. 

The table below outlines the recommended additions in each Tier 2 local 
Area Plan town. 

 

Table 1:  Number of Recommended Additions Per  
 Tier 2 Local Area Plan Town 

 

Tier 2 Town No. of NIAH Structures 
Within Town 

Ballybofey & 
Stranorlar 

26 

Ballyshannon 52 

Bridgend 1 

Carndonagh 25 

Donegal Town 35 

Killybegs 15 

An Clochan Liath 0 

Total 154 
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As mentioned above it is intended to consider the addition of a small 

number of other structures located outside the Tier 2 Local Area Plan but 
for which the Council is in receipt of requests for the structures to be 

added to the Record of Protected Structures. There are 14 in total and 2 
of these are located within the Inishowen Municipal District. 

1) In total the additions for the Inishowen Municipal District amounts 
to 28 structures which are laid out in a table in Appendix 1 and the 

28 structures are made up as follows: 
a) Proposed additions in Bridgend = 1 

     b) Proposed addition in Carndonagh= 25 
c) Proposed 2 additions requested by the public =2 

 
 

The table below outlines the recommended additions in each of the 
Municipal District for information purposes. 

 

Table 2:  Number of Recommended Additions Per  
       Municipal District 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
4.0 The 

Additions Process 

The following table sets out the 7 main steps required under the Planning 

and Development Act to add additions onto the Record of Protected 
Structure under Section 55 of the Planning and Development Act. 

Table 3: Section 55 Process 

Step Task Date 
1 Start consultation on proposed 

additions 
a) Serve notice on owners and 

occupiers 
b) Add in Newpapers 

24th March 2017 

2 Public display period (7 weeks) 24th March – 19th 
May 2017 

3 Monitor submissions and 
observations and submit to the 

24th March -19th 
May 2017 

Municipal District No. of Proposed 
additions to the RPS 

Glenties 1 

Donegal 105 

Letterkenny 7 

Stranorlar 27 

Inishowen 28 

Total  168 



19 

 

Minister for Arts, Heritage, 
Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs 

4 Report to Members summarising 
submissions received during 
consultation period 

June 2017 

5 Present to MD Meeting June 2017 
for decision to add the proposed 
addition 

June 2017 

6 Prepare Managers Order June2017 
7 Serve final notice to all 

owners/occupiers that the structure 
is protected 

June 2017 

 
5.0 Next Steps 

Decision to be made at the next Municipal District meeting whether or not 

to start the addition process for 105 structures as outlined in this report 
under Section 55 of the Planning and Development Act (as amended). 

 
Paul Christie 

Senior Executive Planner 
Central Planning Unit 

2nd March 2017 
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Bridgend Proposed Addition 
No. NIAH 

Reference. 

No. 

Name  Location 

1 40904725 
 

House BRIDGEND, LIFFORD, COUNTY 

DONEGAL 

Carndonagh Proposed Additions 
No. NIAH 

Reference. 

No. 

Name  Location 

1 40805001 Churchland Quarters  CARNDONAGH, COUNTY 

DONEGAL 

2 40805003 Carrick Hall Churchland Quarters 

3 40805004 Donagh Church of Ireland 

Church 

Churchland Quarters CHLAND 

QUARTERS RTERS 

4 40805005 Donagh Lodge B&B Churchland Quarters 

5 40805007 House Carndonagh 

6 40805008 House CARNDONAGH, COUNTY 

DONEGAL 

7 40805009 Former Railway Station 

and Station Masters House 

Atlanfish Limited (Limited Liability 

Company) of Malin 

8 40805012 
 

Sportsman's Inn Churchland Quarters 

9 40805013 Donagh Stores Churchland Quarters 

10 40805014 Carndonagh Wesleyan 

Chapel 

Churchland Quarters 

11 40805015 House Churchland Quarters 

12 40805017 Millbrae House CARNDONAGH, COUNTY 

DONEGAL  

13 40805019 McDonough & Co. Ltd. Market Place, Carndonagh 

14 40805022 House Carndonagh, County Donegal 

15 40805023 Glennagannon Bridge Carndonagh 

16 40805024 Carndonagh Courthouse Carndonagh 

17 40805025 House Milltown, Carndonagh 

18 40805026 House Mill Town, Carndonagh 

19 40805028 McNeill's Pharmacy Market Place, Carndonagh 
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Bridgend Proposed Addition 
No. NIAH 

Reference. 

No. 

Name  Location 

20 40805029 McGonagle's Bar Market Place, Carndonagh 

21 40805030 Carndonagh District 

Hospital 

Carndonagh 

22 40805031 Tirnaleague House Carndonagh 

23 40805032 Tirnaleague House Carndonagh 

24 40901119 Mount Saint Mary 

Convent 

Carndonagh 

25 40901120 House Carndonagh 

26 40901121 Ballylosky Bridge Carndonagh 

Additions outside the Tier 2 Local Area Plan Towns 
No. NIAH 

Reference. 

No. 

Name  Location 

1 40820003 Ennerdale House Figary, Fahan 
2 40902945 Westbrook House Tullyarvan, Buncrana 
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HOUSING & CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT 
Municipal District of Inishowen Meeting 

14th March 2017 
 
 

Corporate Services 
 

 
 

Housing Services 
  

 
 

PROGRESS REPORTS 
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Inishowen Municipal District 

Housing Grants Report at 2nd March 2017 

Housing Adaptation Grant for People with a Disability 

YEAR 
  

TOTAL 
RECEIVED 

APPROVED 
  

REFUSED \ 
WITHDRAWN 

FURTHER 
INFO. 

PENDING 
  

2015 56 38 13 5 0 

2016 44 20 11 8 5 

2017 3 1 0 0 2 

 
 
Mobility Aids Grant    

YEAR 
TOTAL 

RECEIVED 
APPROVED 

  
REFUSED \ 

WITHDRAWN 
FURTHER 

INFO. 
PENDING 

  

2015 3 3 0 0 0  

2016 6 2 1 2 1  

2017 1 0 0 1 0  

 
 
Housing Aid for Older People Grant   

YEAR 
  

TOTAL 
RECEIVED 

APPROVED 
  

REFUSED \ 
WITHDRAWN 

FURTHER 
INFO. 

PENDING 
  

2015 21 17 4 0 0 

2016 30 17 9 3 1 

2017 3 0 1 0 2 

 
 
Housing Loan Report at 2nd March 2017 

      

 
 

YEAR 
 

TOTAL 
RECEIVED 

APPROVED 
 

REFUSED / 

CANCELLED 
UNDECIDED 

 

Standard Loans 2015 0 0 0 0 

  2016 3 0 3 0 

 2017 0 0 0 0 
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Casual Vacancies at 14th March 2017. 
 

DWELLING BED DETAILS 

14 Radharc na Trá Breige 2 Referred for Choice Based Letting 

32 Dún na nIarlaí 2 Referred for Choice Based Letting 

23 Ardaravan Road 1 Offered and Accepted 

43 Abbey Park, 
Manorcunningham 3 

Offer in progress 

45 Clós Phadraig 2 Offer in progress 

6 Castle Park, Newtown 2 Offer in progress 

181 Ardfoyle, Moville 1 Offer in progress 

28 St Boden’s Tce, Culdaff 2 Offer in progress 

27 St Boden’s Tce, Culdaff 2 Offer in progress 

24 Heather Park, Buncrana 3 Under repair 

1 Dún an Ghrianan, Buncrana 3 Offered and accepted 

4 Seaview Terrace, Glengad 3 Under repair 

3 An Teampall Maol, Greencastle 2 Under repair 

Ballybrack, Moville (SI) 3 Being assessed 

124 Ard Clogan, Carndonagh 1 Being assessed 

Tank Road, Ludden 4 Under repair 

Urblreagh, Malin Head 5 Being assessed 

 
 
 
HAP Tenancies  

 
 

        

Municipal District Number 

Donegal 158 

Letterkenny 572 

Glenties 126 

Stranorlar 203 

Inishowen 324 

Sub Total 1,386 

Tenancies Closed 254 

Overall Total 1,637 

 
 
 
Tenant (Incremental) Purchase Scheme 2016 
33 no. applications have been received to date for the Tenant Purchase Scheme. Four 
applications have been received in 2017.  
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Housing Construction  
Municipal District Update Report – March 2017 

 
On the 19th July 2016, Mr Simon Coveney T.D. Minister for Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government, published “Rebuilding Ireland - Action Plan for Housing and 
Homelessness”. 
 
The objective of the plan is to achieve many of the Government’s key housing objectives as 
set down in the “Programme for a Partnership Government”, in particular accelerating all 
types of housing supply-social, private and rental.  The Plan targets an increase in the annual 
level of residential construction to 25,000 homes per year and the delivery of 47,000 units 
of social housing in the period to 2021. 
 
There are Five Key Pillars in the Plan; 
 

Pillar 1 Address Homelessness 
Pillar 2 Accelerate Social Housing 
Pillar 3 Build More Homes 
Pillar 4 Improve the Rental Sector 
Pillar 5 Utilise Existing Housing 

 
Under Pillar 2, Donegal County Council is accelerating the delivery of social housing units in 
line with this Plan through the Social Housing Investment Programme via a number of 
mechanisms: 
 

1. House Acquisition 
 
During 2016, Housing Construction initiated the acquisition of over 70 properties 
representing an increase of over 300% on the previous years acquisitions.  A small number of 
these acquisitions did not proceed however a total of 68 properties are progressing 
representing total costs of approximately €9.4m.   
 
 
 

2. Turnkey Acquisition 
A new model of Turnkey acquisition has recently been approved by the Department and will 
be advertised shortly for the following towns; 
 

 Letterkenny 

 Buncrana 

 Ballybofey / Stranorlar 

 Donegal Town 

 Dungloe 
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This model aims to enable the provision of social housing units in an effective and timely 
manner to meet the needs of housing applicants and families across the county.  This revised 
turnkey model will be publically advertised in each instance and will require submissions to 
meet a set of requirements and criteria.  Members will be kept up to date in this regard. 
 
Under Pillar 3, Donegal County Council’s dedicated architectural design team is progressing 
a number of housing developments across the county.  These developments are at different 
stages of progression in the Inishowen Municipal District. 
 

Social Housing Projects on Site 

Location Status No. of Units 

Manorcunningham Phase 1 Under construction with projected 
completion date June 2017 

2 

Newtowncunningham Contractor due to commence February 
2017 

7 

Carndonagh Abbots Wood 
Phase 2 

Tenders returned. Commence March 
2017 

4 

Sub Total  13 

Projects for Part VIII Planning Approval – January 2017 Council Meeting 

Buncrana 21 

Sub Total  21 

Projects for Part VIII Planning Approval – May 2017 Council Meeting 

Malin (please see below for further information) 8 

Sub Total  8 

Projects Tender Documentation Stage 

Manorcunningham Phase 2 8 

Sub Total  8 

Overall Total  50 

**It should be noted that the above developments are subject to Departmental approval as 
well requiring approval under Part VIII of the Planning and Development Acts 2000. 
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 Inishowen Municipal District 
Follow up Issues Status Report 

 
Follow up issues from February 2017  
 

Follow up  
Write to phone providers regarding lack of coverage phone and broadband coverage in the 
peninsula. 
 
Response 
Letters issued to main mobile telephone service providers, 3, Vodafone, Eir. 
 
Follow up 
Write to Pauric O’Riordan  of the National Ambulance Service seeking clarification of the 
service provided in the Inishowen area. 
 
Response 
Correspondence sent to National Ambulance Service. 
 
Follow Up 
Seek confirmation on date of Mica Report availability to public. 
 
Response 
Report is complete and has been sent for legal checking. It is expected to be available by the 
end of March.  
 
Follow Up 
Invite Irish Water to Inishowen Municipal District Meeting. 
 
Response 
Letter issued to Irish Water to inviting a representative to attend the Inishowen MD. 
 
Follow Up 
Write to Minister for Health regarding provision of Medical Cards for Lymes Disease 
patients. 
 
Response 
Letter sent to Minister for Health conveying the request of the Members. 
 
Follow up 
Request that the PPN meetings are rolled out to the Municipal Districts. 
 
Response 
Matter referred to Divisional Manager, Community & Enterprise for response. 
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Follow up 
Promotion of Inishowen 100 tourist route. 
Response 
Matter referred to Divisional Manager, Community & Enterprise for response. 
 
Follow up 
Seek Information on ownership of Northburg Castle at Greencastle.  
 
Response 
Matter referred to Divisional Manager, Community & Enterprise for response. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF INISHOWEN 

 
 

DATE AND VENUE FOR NEXT MEETING 
 
 

CARNDONAGH PUBLIC SERVICE CENTRE 
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Municipal District of Inishowen   
Tuesday 14th March, 2017 

 

REPORT 

1. Malin Head 

2. Swilly & Foyle Ferries 

3. Rural Development Programme/LEADER 

4. Walks and Trails 

5. Buncrana School Campus 

6. An Grianán of Aileach  

7. Playgrounds 

8. Capital Grant Funding Scheme –Department of Children & Youth Affairs  

9.  Carndonagh Town & Village Renewal Scheme  

10. Fort Dunree  

11. Donegal Tourism  

12. Donegal Gathering  

13. Marine Tourism Marketing & Development  

14. Donegal Age Friendly Strategy 

15. IPB Pride of Place 2017 in association with Co-operation Ireland  

Community,  Enterprise & Planning Directorate 
Community & Development Division 
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Municipal District: Inishowen  

Activity / Project Update:    March   2017  

 

Activity / Project Title Malin Head 

Activity / Project 

Description 

Malin Head Access & Amenity Improvement Project. 

 
Provision of new toilet block, road widening to accommodate passing 

bays and provision of services and utilities to address visitor 
management at Malin Head. 

Budget (if applicable)  

Progress to date within 
the last two 

months/quarter* -

inclusive of current 
status 

 
 

 

* Delete irrelevant reporting 
period 

 
The Council have now received the formal letter of offer from Failte 

Ireland comprising funding of almost €400k. The Council have also 

made an application to Failte Ireland for Technical Assistance support 
towards cost of a master plan proposal which will include detailed 

design, costing and related studies required for the development of a 
WAW signature Discovery point at Malin Head. Confirmation of the 

Technical Assistance grant is also expected. 

Project Targets for the 

next bi-
monthly/quarterly* 

reporting period 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
* Delete irrelevant reporting 
period 

 

Access & Amenity Improvement Project  
 

The project was uploaded onto the e-tenders website, 
www.etender.gov.ie, on 9th January 2017. Seven tenders were 

returned by the deadline of 7th February 2017. All seven tenders 
passed the suitability assessment process; however, 3 no. tenders 

were non-compliant from a quality viewpoint. This effectively meant 

that there were only 4 No. compliant tenders returned. Assessment of 
these tenders is currently ongoing and it is anticipated that Donegal 

County Council will be in a position to appoint a contractor within the 
next two to three weeks with works to commence on site in April 

2017 for a twelve week period. 

 
Visitor Management Plan for Malin Head Signature Discovery Point 

Project  
The project, comprising the procurement of multi-disciplinary services 

for the preparation of a visitor management plan for Malin Head 
signature discovery point,  was uploaded onto the e-tenders website, 

www.etender.gov.ie, on 16th February 2017. Tenders are due to be 

returned by 12 noon on Thursday 16th March 2017. Opening and 
analysis of returned tenders will take place following this date. 

 
 

 

Contact Person 
(to include telephone 
number & e-mail address) 

Paddy Doherty  
074 9153900 

 

http://www.etender.gov.ie/
http://www.etender.gov.ie/
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Municipal District: Inishowen 

Activity / Project Update: March  2017 
 

Activity / Project Title Swilly & Foyle Ferries. 
 

Activity / Project 
Description 
 

Swilly and Foyle Ferries for 2017. 

Budget (if applicable) 
 

 

Progress to date within 
the last two 
months/quarter* -
inclusive of current 
status 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Delete irrelevant 
reporting period 

 Swilly Ferry. 
 
 
Foyle Ferry. 
Advertisements inviting applications for a licence to operate a 
roll on / roll off ferry service between Greencastle and 
Magilligan were placed in the following papers by Causeway 
Coast & Glens Borough Council in the week beginning 12th 
December 2016: 
- Irish Times; 
- Belfast Telegraph; 
- Derry Journal; 
- Chronicle (Limavady, Coleraine & Ballymoney). 
 
The closing date for receipt of applications was Wednesday 25th 
January 2017. No submissions received.  

Project Targets for the 
next bi-
monthly/quarterly* 
reporting period 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Delete irrelevant 
reporting period 

Swilly Ferry. 
Funding for the 2017 service to be agreed with the Members at 
the upcoming DFI workshop. 
 
Foyle Ferry 
A meeting has taken place between officials of Donegal Co Co 
and Causeway Coast and Glens Council on Monday 6th March to 
examine options for the provision of a ferry service for 2017. 
Discussions are ongoing and a meeting is also to be scheduled 
between both Councils in the coming weeks.    

Contact Person 
(to include telephone 
number & e-mail address) 

 
Colin McNulty 074 9153900 
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Municipal District: Inishowen 

 

Activity / Project Update- March  2017  
 

Activity / Project Title Rural Development Programme/LEADER 

Activity / Project 

Description 

 

Donegal Local Community and Development Committee are the 

Local Action Group for County Donegal, with responsibility for 

the LEADER/Rural Development Programme 2014-2020  

Budget (if applicable) 

 

€12,913,873 

Progress to date 

within the last two 

months-inclusive of 

current status 

 

 

 

 

 

There are 4 Implementing Partners within the county; Donegal 

Local Development Company (DLDC), Inishowen Development 

Partnership (IDP), Údarás Na Gaeltachta and Comhar na 

nOileán. All 4 Implementing Partners are now accepting and 

registering Expressions of Interests (EOI’s) under rolling and 

targeted funding calls. Application forms will issue were EOI’s 

are deemed eligible in line with the Local Development Strategy 

(LDS), and formal applications will then be assessed and 

brought forward to the Evaluation Committee.  

Project Targets for the 

next bi-monthly 

reporting period 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Applications will firstly be assessed and scored by the relevant 

Project Officer in each Implementing Partner. These 

applications will then be brought before the Evaluation 

Committee for their recommendation, and onto the Local 

Community Development Committee for approval.  It is 

expected that funding for projects should be awarded in  

April/ May 2017. 

Contact Person 

(to include telephone 

number & e-mail address) 

 

Paddy Doherty, Divisional Manager,  074 9153900 

paddy.doherty@donegalcoco.ie  

mailto:paddy.doherty@donegalcoco.ie
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Municipal District:  Inishowen    

Activity / Project Update March 2017 

Activity / Project Title Donegal Walks and Trails 

Project 

Description/Activity 

Maintenance, development and promotion of walks & trails in Donegal 
including cycle routes and Greenways. 

Budget (if applicable)  

Progress to date within the 
last two months/quarter 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

An update on the projects funded through the rural recreation grant 
as follows:  
Carndonagh Woodland walk : €8,070  The Tidy Towns Committee to 
work with local consultant on preparation of a strategic plan for the woodland 
with a view to doing some board walk works at the mass rock to allow visitors 
to view the area but not damage the sensitive flora and fauna in the 
woodland. This process will also allow for obtaining any necessary statutory 
permissions including an appropriate assessment and consultation with 
relevant statutory bodies e.g. NPWS. The report will also outline what future 
works could be developed in the area of the woodland. 

 
Urris Loops :   €5,525 Local committee have got quotations for material 
delivery and digger costs to re surface part of the Urris Loop. Work to 
commence as soon as weather permits now in Spring. 
 
Inch Wildfowl Reserve : €2,800 Barrier has been constructed at end of 
boardwalk and surface works complete 
 
Inishowen Head Loop: €4,585: Advance warning signs walkers on road to 
be erected and some amendments to trail head map board plus surface 
works. Scheduled to be complete by late Spring. 
 
Glenagivney Walk : €4,085  Consultation with local committee regarding 
the feasibility of the proposal. Decision to be made soon on any works that 
can develop the walk down to Kinnegoe Bay. 
A letter of offer for funding has been allocated for the North West Greenway 
Project under INTERREG VA (Sustainable Transport Measure). The allocation 
of €14,861,188 has been made to the project which has four main partners: 
Derry City Strabane District Council, Donegal County Council, SUSTRANS and 
Transport NI. The overall cost of the project was estimated at circa €18 
million and both Councils have agreed to provide the match funds if required 
depending on final agreed costings and identified savings. 
 
The project will see three cross border routes developed from: 
Derry to Muff 10.5 km 
Derry to Buncrana via Bridgend (with a spur towards Newtowncunningham 
via Tooban Junction Inch Level) 32.5 km 
Strabane to Lifford 3.5 km 
The early stages will look at project design and route selection (including land 
owner discussions) and obtaining the necessary statutory permissions. The 
project will run for five years and is scheduled to be complete by December 

2021 
Malin Head is now insured and has been inspected by the NTO. 
Issues querying the erection of fence on private land beyond Hell’s hole has 
been referred to Planning. 
Ongoing consultation with agencies including National Parks & Wildlife 
Services, Inishowen Tourism and Inishowen Development Partnership. 

Project Targets for the next 
bi-monthly/quarter 2 
reporting period 
 
 
 

Completion of the works at the five funded sites mentioned earlier in the 
report. 
Follow up with Inishowen Equestrian committee re proposed project on Coillte 
grounds. 
North West Greenway Project to commence with staff appointments and local 
consultation. 

Contact Person 
(to include telephone number & 
e-mail  

Francis Conaghan (Paths & trails Development Officer), 087 2371219 
fconaghan@donegaltrailsoffice.com 
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Municipal District:_Inishowen 

Activity / Project Update:    March  2017 
Activity / Project Title        Buncrana School Campus 

Project 
Description/Activity 
 

Assisting the Department of Education & Skills in identifying 
a suitable site in the Buncrana Environs to accommodate a 
three school campus ideally measuring between 15 – 20 
acres. 

Budget (if applicable) 
 

      As per Memorandum of Understanding between the     
      Department of Education & Skills and CCMA. 

Progress to date within 
the last quarter -
inclusive of current 
status 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Delete irrelevant 
reporting period 

Current Status:    
 Six sites have been identified for assessment and site 

visits have taken place with Personnel from the 
Department of Education & Skills on the 12th May, 
2015. 

 Further information request received from Department 
of Education & Skills in relation to sites. 

 Donegal County Council has completed site 
assessments on identified sites and information has 
been furnished to the Department. 

 Donegal County Council has compiled additional 
information and sent it to Department of Education & 
Skills on 9/11/2015. 

 Further information request received from Department 
of Education & Skills on 17th February, 2016 – 
information requested assessed and forwarded to the 
Department. 

 Liaisons have taken place with a number of landowners 
seeking approval prior to seeking current market 
valuations on sites identified by Department of 
Education & Skills. 

 Valuer appointed to provide current market value. 
 Valuation Certificate received and sent to Department 

of Education & Skills.  
 Negotiations are ongoing with landowners of identified 

site with a view to securing same as soon as possible. 
 

Project Targets for the 
next bi-
monthly/quarterly* 
reporting period 

 Complete landowner discussions and finalise 
details/agreed price of preferred site.  
 

Contact Person 
(to include telephone 
number & e-mail address) 

Eamon Boyle 
Executive Engineer 
Three Rivers Centre    
Tel: 087 1788623 
eamonb@donegalcoco.ie 
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Municipal District:_Inishowen 

 

Activity / Project Update:   March 2017  

 

Activity / Project Title             An Grianán  of Aileach 

Project 
Description/Activity 
 

 
Development /Improvement of Visitor facilities 

Budget (if applicable) 
 

 

 
Progress to date within 
the last quarter -
inclusive of current 
status 
 
 
 
* Delete irrelevant 
reporting period 

 

 A meeting has taken place with senior officials from the 
OPW with regard to a number of OPW managed sites 
within the County and their potential to attract further 
visitors and improve the tourist offering in Donegal. An 
Grianán was discussed at this meeting. 

Project Targets for the 
next bi-
monthly/quarterly* 
reporting period 
* Delete irrelevant 
reporting period 

 

 A successful  meeting took place on Tuesday 7th 
February with Mr. Frank Shalvey and Mr. Eoghan Moyla, 
senior OPW officials, Failte Ireland, Council Officails and 
various stakeholders.  Mr. Shalvey agreed to initiate the 
process for a Conservation and Management Plan of the 
entire site.  The timeframe for completion of the plan is 
10/12 months. The Council will work in collaboration 
with the OPW, Failite Ireland and the stakeholders in 
relation to the development of the site.  

 A letter issued to Mr. Frank Shalvey regarding the issues 
raised at the last meeting and a response shall issue in 
due course.  
 

Contact Person 
(to include telephone 
number & e-mail address) 

 
Paddy Doherty 
074 9153900 
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Municipal District:_Inishowen 

 

Activity / Project Update:   March  2017 
 

Activity / Project Title             PLAYGROUNDS 

Project 
Description/Activity 

 

Annual maintenance of Playgrounds  
1. Ballyliffin 

2. Carndonagh  

3. Carndonagh Fitness Trail 
4. Carndonagh Muga 

5. Chlos Phadraig 
6. Chlos Phadraig Muga 

7. Culdaff Beach 
8. Festival Park, Buncrana 

9. Manorcunningham SHS  

 

Budget (if applicable) 
 

€8,500.80 incl. VAT  

 
Progress to date within the 
last quarter -inclusive of 
current status 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
* Delete irrelevant reporting period 

1.   Works consists of: 
 

 Replacement of broken equipment 

 Replace worn safety tiles and remove trip hazards 

 Grease all equipment that contains bushes, bearings , 

shackles, etc. 
 Carry out repairs along edges of safety surfaces/wet pour 

 Replace missing clamps 

 

Current Status:   

 Annual Rospa Inspection reports have been completed with 

necessary repairs identified.  
 Tender requests issued on 28th November, 2016 with a closing 

date of midday on 8th December, 2016. 

 Tenders assessed in December 2016. 

 Annual Maintenance Tender awarded to Murphy Playground 

Services Ltd. 
 Maintenance works to commence mid March 2017. 

 
Project Targets for the next 
bi-monthly/quarterly* 
reporting period 
* Delete irrelevant reporting period 

 Maintenance works to commence mid March 2017. 

Contact Person  

(to include telephone 
number & email address) 

Eamon Boyle 

Executive Engineer 
Three Rivers Centre 

Tel no. 087 1788623  

eamonb@donegalcoco.ie 
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Municipal District:_Inishowen 

Activity / Project Update:    March  2017 
 

Activity / Project Title               Capital Grant Funding Scheme – 
 Department of Children & Youth Affairs 

Project 
Description/Activity 

Provision of all inclusive Equipment in one 
playground in each of the Municipal Districts of 
Inishowen;  Glenties and Donegal. 
 
1. Shore Front, Buncrana  
2. St John Bosco, Donegal Town  
3. St. Mary’s Derrybeg  

Budget (if applicable)  

 €10,000 -  Grant from Department of Children & 
Youth Affairs 2015 

 €16,200  own resources 

 
Progress to date 
within the last quarter 
-inclusive of current 
status 
 
 
 
 
 
         
 
 
 
 
* Delete irrelevant 
reporting period 

 
1.   Works consists of: 

 Installation of all inclusive piece of equipment in 
three playgrounds  

 
Current Status:    
 Assessment of Playground regarding type of 

equipment/exact location within playground. 
 

 Quotations sought on  12/10/16 with receipt of 
quotations  on or before Thursday  27th October, 
2016.  
 

 Quotations were assessed and the Contract 
awarded to Hawthorn Heights, 38a Vale Road, 
Greysteel, Eglinton, BT47 3BL.  
 

 All works have been completed.  
Project Targets for the 
next bi-
monthly/quarterly* 
reporting period 
 
* Delete irrelevant 
reporting period 

 
 All works completed and Rospa Post 

Installation reports submitted.  

Contact Person 
(to include telephone 
number & e-mail 
address) 
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Municipal District:Inishowen 

 

Activity / Project Update:    March  2017 

Activity / Project Title Carndonagh Town & Village Renewal Scheme 

 

 

Project 

Description/Activity 

 

 

        Carndonagh Bridge Street Refurbishment 

 
The project involves the refurbishment of the old historical 

steps on Bridge Street in conjunction with the local Tidy Town 
Committee.   

 

Budget (if applicable) 
 

 
€76,000 – Department of Arts, Heritage & Gaeltacht Affairs 

€13,410 – Own Resources 
 

 
Progress to date within the 
last quarter -inclusive of 
current status 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
* Delete irrelevant reporting period 

1.    Carndonagh works consists of: 

 
1. Removal of concrete footpath 
2. Repairs to stone wall and stone steps 

3. Refurbishment / Replacement of Railing 

4. Paving – Cut Stone 
5. Ducting/ Drainage 

6. Surfacing 
7. Undergrounding fo Services 

 
Current Status:    

 Approval obtained from Department 

 Meetings / discussions taking place with local Tidy 

Towns Committee  

 Bridge Street due to be surveyed with a view to 

compiling tender documents by the second quarter in 
2017.  

  
Project Targets for the 
next Bi-monthly / 
quarterly reporting period 
 

 Formalise details of works to be carried out 

 Survey Bridge street  

 Seek Quotations  

 Appoint Contractor  

 Carry out works 

Contact Person 

(to include telephone 
number & e-mail address) 

Eamon Boyle 

Executive Engineer 
Three Rivers Centre    

Tel: 087 1788623 
eamonb@donegalcoco.ie  

 

 

 

 
    

Municipal District: Inishowen 

Activity / Project Update:    March  2017 

 



41 

 

Activity / Project Title FORT  DUNREE 

Project 
Description/Activity 
 

(REDZ (RURAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ZONE) 
2016 INITIATIVE 

FORT DUNREE 
The proposed project will 
 

 Improve facilities for visitors to Fort Dunree 
 Increase capacity for catering for visitors at the 

site  
 Ensure ongoing safety of visitors to the site  

 
The project will consist of: 

1. Coffee Shop 
 Refit of interior of Café  
 Extension to kitchen area 
 Extended seating capacity to exterior of current 

Café site 
2.    Dunree Pier Improvement Works:      

 Pier path fencing     
 New Path from Pier     

Budget (if applicable) 
 

 
€50,000 – Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs 
€12,500 – Own Resources 

 
Progress to date 
within the last quarter 
-inclusive of current 
status 
 
* Delete irrelevant 
reporting period 

 
Current Status:    

 

 Approval obtained from Department on 
29/11/2016 

 Details of work been formalised at present.  

  
Project Targets for 
the next Bi-monthly / 
quarterly reporting 
period 

 Formalise details of works to be carried out 
 Manage the procurement and appointment of 

Contractors to carry out the works.  
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Electoral Area: Countywide 

Activity / Project Update – March  2017 

Activity / Project 

Title 

Donegal Tourism  

Project 
Description/Activity 

The Marketing aspects of Donegal Tourism / Go Visit Donegal  

Budget (if applicable) N/A 

Progress to date 
within the last 2 

months-inclusive of 

current status 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Celtic Connections  
The event provided businesses and members of the Tourism 

Sector with an opportunity to meet with leading Scottish tour 

operators and travel agents, as well local travel and lifestyle 
journalists. Over 26 tourism operators were in attendance and 

Donegal Tourism got the opportunity to have a ten minute 
meeting with all of them to sell the county as a destination.  

This Business to Business workshop and Networking Event with 

key travel professionals, proved to be a wonderful platform to 
promote our tourism offering to potential Scottish holidaymakers. 

Also in attendance, as an invited guest, was one of Donegal’s 
favourite sons and resident of Glasgow, International Football 

Legend Packie Bonner, who proudly flew the Donegal flag. 

 
Holiday World Show 

Donegal has been extensively promoted over two weekends at the 
Holiday World Shows in Belfast and Dublin.  

The Dublin Holiday World Show saw over 43,000 people making 
their way to the RDS in Dublin and over 22,000 in Belfast Titanic 

Exhibition Centre.  

This is the second year running that a combination of Donegal 
Tourism staff, tourism organisations and local businesses have 

joined forces to take part in the Holiday World Show and let people 
know just what Donegal has to offer. 

 

Attendees at the Holiday World Exhibition were pleasantly 
surprised with the value for money and quality of accommodation 

within the county and Donegal Tourism staff were on hand to 
inform potential holiday makers of some of the many accolades 

that Donegal had recently received, including being named as the 
National Geographic Traveller’s “Coolest Place on the Planet 2017”, 

listed as the “Most Beautiful County in Ireland” by the popular 

website ‘”Ireland Before You Die” winner in the ‘Ireland’s Hidden 
Gem’ category in the inaugural  Irish Independent 2017 Reader 

Travel Awards and the exposure from the filming of Star Wars at 
Malin Head.  

 

Tourism Seminar 
Donegal Tourism has secured two prestigious speakers for the 

Donegal Tourism Seminar which will take place on the 23rd March 
namely:  

Brian Harte and Pol Ó Conaghalie, Mr.  Harte is Head of Customer 

Engagement & E-Marketing at Tourism Ireland. 
 

 
 

Pol Ó Conaghalie, Pól is a Travel Writer & Editor with deep 
expertise across online, broadcast and print media. He writes, 



43 

 

photographs and creates content for titles including National 

Geographic Traveller and as Travel Editor with INM, a digital-first 
media company reaching millions of readers weekly. 

Over 20 years travelling the world, he has built a trusted 

reputation as a travel expert who consistently produces award-
winning content. 

 
Plans are coming along well for the event.  

Advertisement with Virgin Media 
Donegal Tourism is kicking off our domestic campaign with an 

advertisement on TV3, 3Be and 3e on the 13th March. We are 

currently getting the production of the video ready. This video will 
highlight that Donegal has been awarded the National Geographic 

award for 2017 and also highlight the Wild Atlantic way in 
Donegal. A schedule of dates has be sent to all councillors in 

advance of this being aired.  

 
Details of the campaign  

17 spots will air across all three channels  
• 10 spots will air on TV3 with 4 spots in TV3 peak  

• 6 spots to air in TV3 morning and daytime schedules  
• 3 spots to air on 3e  

• 4 spots to air on be3  

• Campaign to receive 24.52 Adult 15+ TVRs 
This campaign also includes a busy programme of email 

marketing, social activity and publicity about Donegal as a 
staycation for the domestic market.  

 

Fly Be Advertisement  
Donegal will be featured in a full page advert in the Flybe in-flight 

magazine which is going to print in March. This magazine will be in 
front of 700,000 people every month and 8.5 million passengers 

annually 

Flybe has over 170 routes serving 87 airports 
Locations include: 

 
England, France, Germany, Guernsey, Netherlands, Ireland Isle of 

Man,  
Italy, Jersey, Northern Ireland, Norway, Portugal, Scotland, Spain, 

Wales. 

 
Managing Director and Publisher of the National 

Geographic Visits Donegal  
Donegal Tourism Ltd and Donegal County Council were delighted 

to welcome Mr. Matthew Jackson the Managing Director and 

Publisher of National Geographic to County Donegal on 7th and 
8th February. 

 
Mr. Jackson enjoyed two days of touring Donegal and visited many 

places including Sliabh Liag, Glenveagh National Park, the 
Gaeltacht region and many more. 

 

The visit of Matthew Jackson from National Geographic Traveller to 
Donegal is only the beginning; this is the first step in building a 

strong relationship between Donegal and the world famous 
National Geographic brand. We have discussed many opportunities 

to work together and we look forward to showcasing Donegal to a 
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worldwide audience.  

 
Discussions around the possibility of more collaboration between 

Donegal Tourism Ltd and National Geographic took place and the 

team will be working with closely with National Geographic in the 
coming weeks to develop an exciting marketing campaign. 

 
 

 
 

Green Golf Travel  

Donegal teamed up with Green Golf Travel to share a stand in a 
Munich Golf Event on the 24th to 26th February 2017. Green Golf 

Travel promoted Donegal Tourism and Donegal as a golfing 
destination distribute Donegal brochures and maps to visitors to 

the stand. There is expected to be in excess of 40,000 golfers at 

this event and Donegal is the only Irish stand at this trade show. 
Donegal was the only county in Ireland represented at this event 

and as a result bookings have commenced for 2017 golfing 
holidays in Donegal. 

Project Targets for 

the next bi-monthly 
reporting period 

 

 
 

Donegal Airport nominated for the most scenic landing in 

the World  
An independent panel of travel industry experts and influencers 

have chosen this year’s shortlist of 36 global airports, and Donegal 
Airport has been nominated. Donegal tourism is working closely 

with Donegal Airport to help promote this. The airport that 

receives the most consumer votes will win the coveted top spot. 
Donegal Airport reached 7th in the world last year. 

 
French and German Advertising  

Donegal Tourism has created a 30 second advertisement in French 
and German and is launching this advertisement online to the 

French and German market.  

 
The campaign includes Donegal 30-second ad highlighting 

Donegal, as well the Wild Atlantic Way in Donegal targeting the 
important ‘culturally curious’ audience. The ads will be advertised 

on various French and German websites along with Youtube – 

encouraging potential holidaymakers to put Donegal on their 
holiday ‘wish-list’ for 2017. 

France and Germany is one of the top four markets for tourism to 
Ireland.  

 

Greening Donegal  
Donegal tourism is working with the trade to green landmarks in 

Donegal. A radio campaign with highland radio is kicking off in 
early March to encourage people to get involved.  

 
This is the third year that Donegal Tourism has undertaken 

'Greening Donegal' and it has grown from strength to strength, 

with lots of new buildings taking part every year.  
 

With Donegal named as the Coolest Place in the World in 2017, 
this year we want to put Donegal firmly on the map when it comes 

to St. Patrick’s Day Greening! 

 
We would encourage everyone in Donegal to come together to 
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green local landmarks, attractions, heritage sites and any other 

places or buildings that would look great in green! By working 
together we can make Donegal the Greenest County in Ireland for 

2017. 

 
All greening details can be found on 

www.countydonegaltourism.com  

 
 

http://www.countydonegaltourism.com/
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Municipal District: COUNTYWIDE  

Activity / Project Update – March  2017 
 

Activity / Project 
Title 

Donegal Gathering website and Facebook 
www.donegalgathering.com 

Project 
Description/Activity 

 

Donegal Gathering is a key initiative of the Donegal Diaspora project 
bringing together young and old, from near and far, for a truly unique 

experience. The Donegal Gathering calendar is packed with amazing 

exhibitions, fun festivals, cracking concerts and sporting events taking 
place in Donegal. 

 

Budget (if applicable) 
 

N/A 

Progress to date within 
the last two months -
inclusive of current 
status 
 

Donegal Gathering website 

 
All-time website views (since 2012) :  

 

 
Website Views for January/February 2017 

 
January 2017: 5,831 (+56.7% on 2016) 

February 2017: 5,643 (+33.3% on 2016) 

 
Top views by country – Jan-Feb 2017  

 

Total countries: 68 
 

Current Status:  
 

3,674 Facebook Likes 

2,425 Twitter Followers 
Project Targets for the 
next bi-monthly 
reporting period 

Website stats update for Q1 2017 

Contact Person 

 

Iga Lawne, Tourism Community Support Officer 

E: iga@countydonegaltourism.com / T: 074-9724475 

 

http://www.donegalgathering.com/
mailto:iga@countydonegaltourism.com
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Electoral Area:  

Marine Tourism Marketing & Development Activity 

 

Activity / Project Title Marine Tourism Marketing & Development 

Project 
Description/Activity 

 

The Marine Tourism Marketing & Development Plan covers a range of 
locations, activities and projects. 

 

Budget (if applicable) 
 

N/A - Various 

Progress to date within 

the last two 
months/quarter 4  -

inclusive of current 
status 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

WILDSEA Europe  

WILDSEA Europe is a project based on the creation of a sustainable 
wildlife watching tourism route across Spain, Ireland, Northern 

Ireland, Croatia and Italy. The website www.wildsea.eu has now had 
over 37k visits since it was launched and an online marketing 

campaign to promote the website is underway.  
Several experience providers in Donegal have now taken part in 

online training sessions and are now actively using the online booking 

system associated with the Wildsea.eu website. More training is 
planned in the coming weeks. 

 
WILDSEA Divers 

A new project is in development as a continuation of the Wildsea 

Europe project. This new project focuses on diving as a niche 
watersports activity in the partner regions across Europe. The project 

application is due for submission to the EU EASME programme in 
March 2017 with a decision expected in Q4. 

 

MalinWaters  
Following the meeting with MalinWaters partners in December 2016, 

partners are in the process of being invoiced for 2017 financial 
contributions for the continuation of marketing activity as set out in 

the Marketing Plan for 2017. 
 

A Facebook advertising campaign is ongoing with over 10,970 likes on 

the MalinWaters Facebook page. New content is published on a 
regular basis. @sailmalinwaters has 914 followers on Twitter.  

 
11 applications for MalinWaters festivals and events funding have 

been received from all regions. The deadline for submissions was 28th 

February 2017.  
Marine tourism activity provider’s listings are being updated on 

MalinWaters.com on a regular basis. 
 

National Geographic 
Following Donegal being named coolest place on the planet an 

invitation was extended to the Managing Director and Publisher of 

http://www.wildsea.eu/
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National Geographic Mr. Matthew Jackson to visit Donegal on 7th and 

8th February. Mr. Jackson had the opportunity to discuss future 
marketing activities and to meet with key representatives from the 

tourism sector in Donegal. 

 
 

 
Marine Sector Newsletter 

Several newsletters aimed at the marine tourism sector have been 
sent out to over 200 contacts on the marine tourism sector database. 

This e-newsletter contains digital tips, funding information and other 

useful news relevant to the sector. 
 

Donegal Tourism Ltd – Trade Website 
New content has been added to the Donegal Tourism Ltd trade 

website with information on recent activities of Donegal Tourism Ltd. 

This website is available at www.countydonegaltourism.com and 
features sections such as news, events (tourism conferences etc), 

useful downloads, resources, digital tips and much more. There is 
also a Facebook page where the trade can keep up to date with latest 

news from the tourism sector at www.facebook.com/donegaltourism  
 

Cruise Tourism 

Donegal County Council in association with Donegal Tourism Ltd are 
working towards the development of the cruise tourism sector in 

Donegal with both Killybegs and Greencastle promoted as cruise ports 
of excellence on the Wild Atlantic Way.  

 

Donegal County Council and Donegal Tourism Ltd are working closely 
with Visit Inishowen and the Killybegs Information Centre to continue 

to develop this sector.  
 

Draft designs for flags and promotional materials for Greencastle have 

been sent for approval and are currently being further developed. 
 

CEDRA – Donegal’s Atlantic Coastal Trail 
A second run of funding has been obtained to continue to develop the 

CEDRA funded project entitled the ‘Donegal Atlantic Coastal Trail’. 
This funding comes from the Department of Food, Agriculture and 

Marine and is a continued partnership between Donegal County 

Council and Údarás na Gaeltachta, who have both provided additional 
match funding. 

 
The Tourism College LYIT has commenced the Marine Tourism 

Marketing and Seafood Fundamentals course in January 2017 at full 

capacity following the success of the course in the previous year.  
 

A further initiative under the CEDRA funding is coming soon and 
involves Transition Year students at two secondary schools who will 

be provided with experience and guidance in terms of marine tourism 
opportunities for their future career. 

 

Fanad Lighthouse 
Donegal Tourism Ltd has delivered a new online booking engine and 

website for Fanad Lighthouse and this has been delivering bookings 
since the lighthouse opened so that online accommodation bookings 

can be facilitated. The Fanad Lighthouse website is performing very 

http://www.countydonegaltourism.com/
http://www.facebook.com/donegaltourism
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well. Facebook.com/fanadlighthouse and has over 4064 likes. 

@fanadlighthouse on Twitter has 713 followers. 
 

Sliabh Liag  

Donegal Tourism Ltd set up and is managing the Sliabh Liag online 
profile until such time as a manager has been appointed to the Visitor 

Centre and this will be handed over with training provided. The Sliabh 
Liag Experience Facebook page is growing from strength to strength 

with over 5058 likes on the page. The Facebook page is 
www.facebook.com/sliabhliagexperience.  The website 

www.sliabhliag.com is also performing well. Sliabh Liag has been 

awarded a Certificate of Excellence on TripAdvisor. @visitsliabhliag on 
Twitter has 223 followers. 

 
BIM FLAG Programme 

Information on FLAG funding from BIM has been circulated. The 

deadline for submission of applications is 16th March 2017. Further 
calls for applications will be made later in the year. 

Project Targets for the 
next bi-monthly/quarter 

1 reporting period 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

WILDSEA Europe Project 
Work is ongoing on the continued recruitment of experience providers 

in Donegal to get listed on Wildsea.eu. Webinars and online one to 

one training sessions continue to assist them in making the most of 
their listings and the online booking engine. Marketing activities to 

promote the www.wildsea.eu website platform are ongoing. 
 

Wildsea Divers 

An application for EU EASME funding will be submitted in March 2017 
for the WILDSEA Divers project in which Donegal County Council will 

be a partner. This project is a follow on to the successful WILDSEA 
Europe project and builds on the work already done as part of that 

project including the further development of the website platform 
www.wildsea.eu  

 

Lonely Planet 
Talks are underway with the Marketing Team that represents the 

Lonely Planet brand to discuss a range of advertising and marketing 
opportunities to promote Donegal. 

 

Promotional Events 2017 
Planning for attendance at promotional events in 2017 is ongoing 

including for example attendance at SeaFest in Galway 2017, the 
Northern England Boat Show/Merseyside River Festival etc. 

 

MalinWaters Marketing Activity 
Further activities to promote the MalinWaters brand across a range of 

marketing platforms including e-mail, display, PPC, content, SEO and 
more will be ongoing in Q2 and Q3. More detailed reports will be 

available in Q3 on the results of the marketing activity. 
 

Support of Marine Festivals and Events 

11 applications for MalinWaters festivals and events funding have 
been received from all regions and will be jointly assessed by 

MalinWaters partners following the deadline for submissions on 28th 
February 2017. 

 

FLAG BIM Funding 
The first batch of FLAG funding applications will be assessed in Q2 

http://www.wildsea.eu/
http://www.wildsea.eu/
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following the deadline for submissions on 16th March 2017. Further 

calls for funding applications will be made later in the year. 
 

Sliabh Liag Project 

Work will continue on updating the content on the Sliabh Liag 
website. The TripAdvisor, Facebook and Twitter pages will continue to 

be maintained by Donegal Tourism Ltd.  
 

Fanad Lighthouse Developments 
Donegal Tourism Ltd continues to provide support and maintenance 

for the www.fanadlighthouse.com website. 

 
Marine Tourism Newsletter 

Further updates will be sent out to over 200 marine tourism contacts 
via the e-mail newsletter. 

 

CEDRA 
Marketing activity in relation to Donegal’s Atlantic Coastal Trail will be 

prepared for promotion of the region as part of the 2017 marketing 
campaigns from Donegal Tourism Ltd. 

 
Joy Harron of Donegal Tourism Ltd will be lecturing the students at 

Killybegs Tourism College LYIT in Q2 on marine tourism fundamentals 

and digital marketing tips. 
 

Cruise Tourism 
Collaboration on cruise tourism as part of the MalinWaters consortium 

will be explored including potential membership of Cruise Europe, 

Cruise Scotland. Work on the Greencastle Cruise Tourism supports 
including production of new flags and a presentation folder is 

ongoing. Advertisement of Donegal as a cruise destination of 
excellence is planned for several key cruise publications on world-

wide cruise markets. 

 
Cruise Survey MalinWaters 

A survey of MalinWaters partners in relation to cruise tourism is 
planned. This survey will gather information on key ports, attractions 

etc. in each region with a view to producing a more detailed online 
and offline representation of the MalinWaters cruise tourism offering. 

This can then be promoted to a range of cruise operators and 

handling agents around the world. 
 

Cruise Ireland 
Membership of Cruise Ireland is ongoing and marketing activities are 

planned in relation to this marketing association to cover Donegal. 

Representation at key cruise tourism promotional events will raise 
awareness of cruise tourism in Donegal. 

 
Marine Tourism Seminar 

Following the success of the 2016 Marine Tourism Seminar, another 
will be planned for 2017 and will be likely to take place in Q3. An 

application for funding to the Marine Institute to cover some of the 

costs of a Marine Tourism Seminar is currently being completed. 
 

Gaeltacht and the Islands 
Work is underway to develop a plan for the promotion of the 

Gaeltacht and islands as part of the overall marine tourism strategy. 

http://www.fanadlighthouse.com/
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Welcome Sign 
A new welcome sign in English and Irish languages is being produced 

for the entrance area to Donegal Airport by Donegal Tourism Ltd in 

association with Donegal County Council. 
 

Blueway Opportunities 
The possibility of creating sections of ‘Blueway’ in Donegal along our 

coastline are being investigated. 

Contact Person 
(to include telephone 
number & e-mail address) 

Joy Harron 
Marine Marketing Development Officer 

Donegal Tourism Ltd 
Donegal Public Service Centre 

Drumlonagher 

Donegal Town 
Co. Donegal 

 
Tel: + 353 (74) 9724431 

Mobile: +353 (87) 0619360 

E-mail: info@malinwaters.com  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/malinwaters 

Twitter: www.twitter.com/sailmalinwaters 
LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/in/joyharron 

 

mailto:info@malinwaters.com
http://www.facebook.com/malinwaters
http://www.twitter.com/malinwaters
file:///C:/Users/jharron/Documents/Reports%20and%20Presentations/Electoral%20Area%20Reports/www.linkedin.com/in/joyharron
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Activity / 
Project Title 

Donegal Age Friendly Strategy 

Project 
Description/Acti
vity 
 

The Donegal Age Friendly Strategy is a 3 year plan which aims to 
make Donegal a great place to grow old in. The implementation of the 
strategy is overseen by the Age Friendly Alliance, a stakeholder 
committee chaired by the CE of Donegal County Council 

Budget (if 
applicable) 
 

€ 

Progress to date 
within the last 
quarter  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Older Persons Council Executive   
 
The last meeting was held on Monday 20th February, where Greg Price 

of the HSE quality improvement division gave a presentation on the 

“Listening to Older People” national report which has been compiled 

from feedback received from older people on their experiences with 

the health services. This feedback was based on listening meetings 

between the HSE and older people which were held in six local 

authority areas in 2015 including Donegal.  

The themes Identified in the listening report were: 

1- Poor communication between healthcare staff and patients 

2- Lack of respect and compassion for older people 

3- Poor hygiene in acute hospitals  

4- Long waiting times in outpatients departments and 

inconsiderate appointment scheduling  

5- Lack of hot meals in emergency departments 

6- Delays in arrival of ambulances  

7- Need for more GP’s in rural areas 

8- Support groups for carers valuable  

9- More home help hours needed 

10- Inadequate public transport to hospitals  

Mr Frank Morrison, Head of Social Care CHO1 and Ms Gwen Mooney, 

Service Manager, Older Peoples Services also attended this meeting to 

discuss Health Matters for Older People in Donegal.   
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Older Persons Health and Wellbeing day out with GAA  
 

 
The Donegal Older Persons Council Executive which was established 
last year continue their work to help make County Donegal a better 
place to grow old in.  This work assists in the implementing of Donegal 
County Councils Age Friendly Strategy. A big part of our strategy are 
things called social inclusion and social participation, what that means 
is that people, as they grow older, are still given chances to take part 
in activities they would have done when they were younger, to make 
sure older people don’t get too used to the idea of staying at home, 
therefore, a Health and Wellbeing day out for Older people was 
organised by the GAA Health and Wellbeing committee in Partnership 
with the Older Persons Council, Donegal County Council . 
This event took part on Sunday the 26th of February at the Dublin and 
Donegal Game in Ballybofey, which also celebrated the 25th 
anniversary of Donegal beating Dublin to win an all Ireland Final in 
1992.  
Forthy Older People were individually identified by the GAA Clubs, 
taking into consideration the importance of social inclusion and social 
participation for those who are living in isolated areas and invited them 
to reception in the Villa Rose where they got to meet some of the 1992 
team and the Sam Maguire Cup.  The older people were then taking to 
their seats and enjoyed the atmosphere of the Dublin V’s Donegal 
game. Days like this is of huge benefit to an older person and it’s 
something the Council was delighted to get the chance to have been 
involved in.   
 



54 

 

 
 

Project Targets for 
the next quarterly 
reporting period 

 

Contact Person 

(to include telephone 
number & e-mail 
address) 

Mairead Cranley 

074 9561326  
Mairead.cranley@donegalcoco.ie 

 
 

 
Activity / Project Title IPB Pride of Place 2017 in association with Co-operation 

Ireland 

 

Project 

Description/Activity 
 

 

The Pride of Place Competition is hosted by Cooperation Ireland under 

its Local Authority Programme which highlights the Local Authorities 
commitment to supporting active community groups who undertake 

initiatives to improve their communities and regions. Entry is by way of 
council nomination followed by interview on a county basis. Each local 

Authority may nominate groups in up to a maximum of five categories 

in all and one entry only in any individual category.  
This year there are five population categories, three single issue 

categories with designated themes, a housing estate category, an 
Island and coastal communities category and an urban neighbourhoods 

category making eleven categories in total. The last three categories 
are not population specific. Each local authority may nominate groups  

up to a maximum of five categories in all, and one entry only in any 

individual category. 
 

Category Population 
1.            0-300 

2.            300-1,000 

3.            1,000-2,000 
4.            2,000-5,000 

5.            Over 5,000 
 

Category Theme 
6.            Community based Youth Initiative (voluntary aspect    

important) 
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7.            Creative Place Initiative (capturing the cultural creativity of a 

community) 
8.            Communities Reaching out Initiative (reaching out to new 

residents/communities in the area.) 

 
Category Non Population 

9.            Housing Estates 
10.          Islands & Coastal Communities  

11.          Urban Neighbourhoods* 
*An urban neighbourhood is a defined area of a city, town or suburban 

place 

 
Budget (if applicable) 
 

€15,000 for County – participation is subject to funding allocation 
 

Progress to date within 
the last two 
months/quarter* -
inclusive of current 
status 

- Applications have gone out to groups through the PPN,  

- The Closing date for applications is Friday the 10th of March 
2017. 

- DCC are hosting the 2017 IPB awards on the 2nd of December 
2017.  Venue to host the capacity for 750 people is going out to 
tender, This prestigious event attracts 1000 visitors to Donegal 
over the weekend. 

Project Targets for the 
next bi-
monthly/quarterly* 
reporting period 

Prepare for the 2017 Pride of Place Donegal application process 
Seek funding from the DFI 
Prepare for the Gala Award ceremony in December 2017 

Contact Mairead Cranley,  
mairead.cranley@donegalcoco.ie 

 

mailto:mairead.cranley@donegalcoco.ie
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